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 In Memoriam 

Sixth Biennial Scientific Symposium 

Dedicated in Loving Memory 

Kirby (KC) Donnelly, Ph.D. 

August 27, 1951 -  July 1, 2009 

 

KC Donnelly, Ph.D., Professor, College of Veterinary Medicine, Texas A&M University, and Professor and 

Department Head of Environmental and Occupational Health, Texas A&M University Health Science Center, was 

an active participant and member of the board of directors of the Childrenõs Environmental Health Institute.  Dr. 

Donnelly was a distinguished teacher and for more than 30 years his research impacted the world, stretching as far as 

China to locations as close as Central and South Texas.   

Over the course of his career Dr. Donnelly was a beloved advocate for protecting the health and well-being of 

children and families and had great empathy for the plight of others in disadvantaged situations.  Dr. Donnellyõs 

studies on environmental exposure, animal and human population studies, and genotoxicity of complex chemical 

mixtures changed the way environmental health had been perceived.  Dr. Donnellyõs legacy consists not only of his 

scientific work but also of the next generation of scientists who learned from him the intellectual curiosity and joy of 

scientific research. 

Dr. Donnelly treated all people with the same 

degree of dignity and respect, and enriched the lives 

of those who called him friend, colleague, professor, 

and fellow board member.  Dr. Donnellyõs 

enthusiasm, his never failing sense of optimism, and 

his sincere sense of duty to humanity offered those 

who knew him the hope and encouragement that 

change really can happen.   

The Childrenõs Environmental Health Institute 

(CEHI) recognizes and celebrates the lifetime 

achievements of Dr. Kirby Donnelly, a charming, 

distinguished, and gifted friend.   

The Family, (1960), by Charles Umlauf 

Photographer Roberto Guerra 
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As a pediatrician, public health official, and Chairman of the Children's 
Environmental Health Institute, I am truly excited about our Sixth Biennial Symposium, 
and take this opportunity to extend to each of you, our presenters, participants, and 
special guests an enthusiastic and hearty Texas welcome, or as we also say in Spanish, 
a "muy bienvenidos".  I also want to recognize our Executive Director, Janie Fields, 
whose diligence, charm, and high energy have brought all of this together, and also 
our board members whose collective wisdom and creativity have constructed this 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΣ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘΣ ōȅ wƻōŜǊǘƻ DǳŜǊǊŀΣ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ bŀǘǳǊŜ.έ  
Given the location of this year's Symposium, and the uniqueness of hosting it at the 
Space Center here in Houston, I also want to thank NASA, and our board member, 
astronaut, David Wolf, who have made this possible.  As you will find in the two days 
we are here there will be some new experiences.   

 I would fall short in my welcome and introduction, if I didn't share with you some 
of our prior topics, and how the program this year is part of a continuum of the 
advocacy, awareness and educational activities of CEHI.  In 2000 at the McKinney 
Roughs Nature Park & Natural Science Center in Austin we introduced the First 
Biennial Scientific Symposium along with the National Environmental Public Health 
¢ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ 
current research on nuero-developmental effects, asthma and respiratory diseases, 
endocrine disruptors and childhood cancer.  The Second Biennial Symposium was 
hosted at the United States School of Aerospace Medicine at Brooks City Base in San 
Antonio and the program was expanded to include biological and chemical terrorism. 
 The Third and Fourth Biennial Symposium returned to McKinney Roughs Nature Park 
& Natural Science Center and the program was broadened to respond to emerging 
research on safe building materials and products. The Fifth Symposium at the Barr 
Mansion in Austin continued the discussions on the nature-nurture debate over the 
competing roles of genetic and environmental factors in the causation of childhood 
diseases and how critical the built environment is to maintaining health and 
preventing disease. 

This year's Symposium, Prenatal and Early Life Exposures: How Environmental 
Toxins Affect the Course of Childhood, reminds me of a wonderful quote from our 
friend, colleague, and fellow board member, Dr. Ken Olden, who when he was at the 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, stated, " A little kid goes from a 
single cell to a laughing, sociable, intelligent, friendly human being over a course of 
two years that's dramatic".  This is what we hope for under the best of circumstances. 
However, given the advances that have taken place in our understanding and careful 
analysis of environmental exposure pathways from toxicants during critical windows in 
this child's development, we recognize the potential to damage these natural 
processes that may lead to a lifetime of irreversible harm.  In such scenarios, the 
timing of the exposure for the developing fetus, or young child is many times more 
damaging, as is the type of defect, than if it were to occur when the child is older. 

The adage that "children are not little adults" is especially relevant in the previous 
symposia, as it is today, though in this time period there is perhaps more known from 
a scientific standpoint than when we hosted the first few gatherings.  It is our hope 
that this year's symposium will add to our knowledge and understanding to help us 
reach a better balance of what is known and understood, than what isn't known. It is 
also our sincere vision that as CEHI continues with its mission and that we will see a 
day when infants and children will no longer be the "environmental sentinels" for 
society as they are today, being the youngest members of society who manifest the 
most devastating effects of such exposures. 

 We hope that you will find the symposium informative, provocative, maybe 
reassuring in some instances, but most importantly an opportunity to better define 
your, and collectively our responsibilities to assure the protection of our mothers, 
infants, and children regardless of their environmental circumstances. 

 
Fernando A. Guerra, M.D., M.P.H., F.A.A.P. 
Chairman, Board of DirectorsΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ  
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Participants are invited to participate 

in the private tram tour on Friday 

afternoon narrated by David Wolf, 

NASA astronaut and CEHI Board 

Member, and a behind-the-scenes 

ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ b!{!Ωǎ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ 

Space Center. 

Participants are invited to attend the 

reception on Friday at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Starship Gallery 
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Fernando Guerra, MD, MPH 
Steering Committee Chair 
Director of Health, San Antonio Metropolitan Health District 
 
Maureen C. Britton, MA, BS 
Executive Director 
Childrenôs Optimal Health 
 
Debra Cherry, MD, MS 
Assistant Professor, Occupational Health Sciences 
University of Texas Health Center at Tyler 
Medical Director, Southwest Center for Pediatric 
Environmental Health 
 
Jules Reinhart Elkins, PhD 
Department of Geography and the Environment 
University of Texas 

 

Martin Lorin, MD 
Professor, Baylor College of Medicine 
Texas Childrenôs Hospital 
 
Louis A. Musante, MIS, BA 
Eco Strategies 
 
Vincent Torres, MSE, PE, MAC 
Associate Director, The Center for Energy & 
Environmental Resources 
The University of Texas at Austin 
 
David A. Wolf, BSEE, MD 
NASA Astronaut  
 
Janie D. Fields, MPA 
Executive Director 
Childrenôs Environmental Health Institute 

 

2010 Symposium Sponsors 

Platinu m Level  

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  

National Environmental Health Tracking Program  

Gold Level  

Enviromedia Social Marketing  

Saint Susie Foundation  

Silver Level  

Clean Water Pipe Council  

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences  

Thomas J. Reinhart Foundation  

Southwest Center for Pediatric Environmental Health  

Texas A&M System Health Science Center  
School of Rural Public Health  

Texas A&M University, College Station  
 

2010 Symposium Steering Committee 
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Continuing Education 

p  House Rules 
 

Å Moderators should ensure sessions start and 
finish on time. 
 
Å Questions from the floor are encouraged. 
Please identify yourself by name and city when 
asking questions.  Strict time limitations may 
prevent us from addressing all questions from 
the podium. 
 
Å Please fill out the evaluation forms. We DO 
read them and take them into consideration in 
our planning. 
 
Å Dress casually and for comfort. 
 
Å Audible cell phones are discouraged in 
meeting rooms. Please mute phones. 
 
Å Photographing and videotaping speakers 
during presentations is prohibited. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation 
 

Jointly Sponsored by Childrenôs 

Environmental Health Institute  

and Texas Medical Association 

 

Policies and standards of the Texas 

Medical Association, the Accreditation 

Council for Continuing Medical 

Education, and the American Medical 

Association require that speakers and 

planners for continuing medical education 

activities disclose any relevant financial 

relationship they may have with 

commercial entities whose products, 

devices or services may be discussed in 

the content of the CME activity. 

 

The speakers and planners for this 

activity have no relevant financial 

relationships to disclose. 
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Texas Medical Association Credits 

 

This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of 
the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education through the joint sponsorship of Texas 
Medical Association and Childrenôs Environmental Health Institute, Inc. Texas Medical Association is 
accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
 
Texas Medical Association designates this educational activity for a maximum of 11.50 AMA PRA 
Category 1 CreditsÊ. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity. 
 
Texas Medical Association designates the following presentation in medical ethics and/or professional 
responsibility: Global Warming, Changing Ecosystems and Natural Disasters: How Do We Ensure that 
Scientific Knowledge is Used Effectively to Reduce Environmental Health Risks to Children? Bruce 
Jennings, MA, Director of Bioethics, Center for Humans and Nature (1.25 credits). 

 

Texas Nurses Association Credits 

 

Nursing contact hours have been approved for a maximum of 11.50 hours by the Texas Nurses 

Association, an accredited approver of continuing nursing education by the American Nurses Credentialing 

Center's Commission on Accreditation. 
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The Children in Nature Photo Exhibit will be the first in an annual series of exhibits 
produced by the Children's Environmental Health Institute.  The photo exhibit is designed 
to enlighten the public on the connection between natural environments and the health 
of children.  
 
We are just beginning to understand the severe health implications for children  
spending less time outside in unstructured play.  One in every three children ages 
two to nineteen is overweight.  Playing outside stimulates creativity, increases 
aerobic endurance, reduces stress levels and promotes a lifelong appreciation of 
nature and outdoors.  

 
As the program evolves, future exhibits will include photo competitions and exhibits featuring the work of 
children.  Photography will be used as an approach to offer an emotional connection for the viewers to envision 
the relationship of children and natural environments.  The images capture the delicate relationship between 
natural environments and future generations, as well as the critical need for the protection of both. 
 
The Children and Nature Photo Exhibit features award-winning, humanitarian and social issues photographer Roberto 
"Bear" Guerra. The link to his Website is: http://www.bearguerra.com. 
 
Framed photographs signed by photographer Roberto "Bear" Guerra will be available for purchase at the 2010 Scientific 
Symposium for $325.  Unframed photographs from the Children in Nature Exhibit signed by Roberto "Bear" Guerra are 
available by request to the Children's Environmental Health Institute.  

Children In Nature Photo Exhibit 

Photographer  
Roberto òBearó Guerra 

 

http://www.bearguerra.com/
http://cehi.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/Isabella-in-Tree-CEHI_091027_3193.jpg

